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Manfest 2009 – business conclave with a purpose
IIM Lucknow’s annual business conclave Manfest 2009 concluded after three days of intense competition between the best brains of India. The presence of eminent personalities and experts helped everyone understand pertinent topics like corporate governance and corporate social responsibility (CSR) and what needs to be done to make India a better place in current times.  
This edition of Manfest revolved around the theme – Sustainable development: Fuelling the future. “These are not just words but also define the way we ought to think and act” says Manfest Coordinator Ashok Karwasara. The first day of Manfest, 16th January saw the announcement of Prerna – The Social Awards instituted by Manfest in association with LIC. The awards are a means of identifying substantial work being done in the field of CSR and sustainable development. Source Pilani, A BPO for villagers was chosen for the honor. Source Pilani is the first and the only rural BPO in India to venture into the high end medical transcription basically slated  to cater mostly the slightly higher income group.

In line with the theme of Sustainable Development, the CSR conclave in Manfest provided an opportunity for a diverse group of business leaders, activists, and academics to come together and share their views and experiences on several fronts of the CSR movement. The eminent personalities associated with CSR who attended the conclave were Dr. J.J.Irani, Dr. Uddesh Kohli who is UNGC India representative, Ms Seema Arora from CII-ITC centre of sustainable development and Prof. P.D.Jose from the academia. Everyone was of the opinion that organizations who have integrated themselves with societies survive against all the challenges being faced currently. Dr. Irani said that CSR is a future investment for any company.

Manfest09 organized a mini Marathon run of 3.5 kms on Sunday morning.  The Marathon was conducted for the cause of AIDS awareness in partnership with UPSACS – Uttar Pradesh State AIDS Control Society where more than 300 members participated including students of IIM Lucknow, delegates from other participating colleges and volunteers from Smile Foundation.  The proceeds collected were donated to CRY Foundation.   The Marathon, termed as “Red Mile” was won by Awanish Chaudhary, a Lieutenant who is a first year student at IIM Lucknow. The children category run was won by Prakash from Awadh School.
The Sports Conclave of Manfest 2009 which focused on the theme, “Sports as an Industry in India – Current Status and Future Opportunities” saw the presence of eminent personalities like Mr. Santanu Chari, Marketing Head, IPL Rajasthan Royals, IIM-L Alumni, Mr. Gaurav Kalra, Sports Editor, CNN-IBN, Mr. Sukhvinder Singh, Marketing Manager, AIFF , Mr. Amrit Mathur, COO, GMR Sports, Mr. Arunava Chaudhuri, Founder, IndianFootball.com  in a series of presentations, breakout sessions, and panel discussions on the core questions that are defining Sports as an industry in the 21st century. 
Manfest also proudly hosted the second edition of Anjuman - The Corporate Luncheon on 17th of January. Dignitaries like Dr. J.J.Irani, Harsh Manglik and Vikram Akula shared their thoughts with the faculty, the alumni and the students. The Luncheon serves as a unique platform for enriching interactions between the assembled dignitaries and the industrialists and managers along-with students and faculty.

Manfest 2009 edition saw a series of entrepreneurship related activities at the campus organised by Abhiyan – the Entrepreneurship Cell of IIM Lucknow. The highlight was the Start-up Showcase which facilitated the interaction between the start-ups and venture capitalists and provided an opportunity to raise capital.  Ten start-ups explained their business plans to India Co and Capital 18. “We mean business” from FMS, New Delhi won the first prize while the second position was shared by two teams from IIM Lucknow. 
The Next CEO, a flagship event at IIM-Lucknow’s annual business conclave had 15 participants from India’s top b-schools fighting for 3 days on areas related to strategy, HR policies and operations for the coveted title. One of the rounds had the B-School students selling vegetables and maximizing their gains by using their management knowledge. Mr. Bikash Agarwal from SP Jain Institute of Management and Research, Mumbai became the Next CEO and won Rs. 1.5 lakhs as prize money.

Call For Arms, another flagship event sponsored by Sahara Infrastructure and Housing Ltd. at Manfest 09 saw participation from 10 teams from leading B-schools across India. This event witnessed a fierce competition among the participating teams in its 11 rounds stretched over 3 days.  The team from IIM Ahmedabad won the event. The host team of IIM Lucknow narrowly missed out the second place to IIM Calcutta who finished as the first runners up.

The Biz Quiz, the annual business quiz event was conducted by the noted quiz master Mr. Avinash Mudaliar and was won by the corporate team from Accenture comprising of Mr. Rohan and Mr. Amit. 

IIM Lucknow’s own theatre group, Abhivyakti presented a play “Operation Cloudburst” based on terrorism and directed by Ms. Neelam Gupta from National School of Drama. On the final night, KK enthralled the audience with an electric performance.
It was understood by everyone over the last three days that CSR is not only about giving back to the community by the corporate entities, but also fostering an environment of strong corporate governance which balances the interests of maximizing shareholder value and the interests of society as a whole.   
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